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H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n c a r r i e s the d i s t i n c t i o n o f having developed the 
f i r s t program of p sycho log i ca l study of the men ta l ly r e t a r d e d . In 1898, 
Dr. A. R. C. W y l i e was employed as p sycho log i s t and pharmac is t , and soon a f t e r 
ward publ ished a paper on the sensory responses of t he r e t a r d e d . 

About 1910, Dr. Fred Kuhlman was employed to head the Research Bureau e s t a b l i s h e d 
here , and in the succeeding decade became world-known for h i s development of 
i n t e l l i g e n c e t e s t s . When the Research Bureau was moved to S t . Paul , psychologica l 
t e s t i n g s e r v i c e s were provided by members of h i s s t a f f . 

In 1950, a f t e r a 30-year h i a t u s , f u l l - t i m e p s y c h o l o g i c a l s e r v i c e s were r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d . By t h i s time the func t ions of c l i n i c a l psychology, because of 
developments in the f i e l d , had expanded cons iderab ly beyond the g iv ing of 
i n t e l l i g e n c e t e s t s . D i a g n o s t i c t e s t i n g remains the b a s i c duty , but many techniques 
a r e u t i l i z e d to provide the ca re fu l a n a l y s i s o f the p a t i e n t ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l and 
emotional s t a t u s from which recommendations as to educa t ion , v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g , 
or s o c i a l development can be made. The p sycho log i s t p a r t i c i p a t e s in c l o s e l y -
coord ina ted s t a f f e f f o r t s toward p a t i e n t r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and program development. 
Moreover, he now p a r t i c i p a t e s d i r e c t l y in p a t i e n t t r e a t m e n t , p rov id ing i n d i v i d u a l 
or group psychotherapy when t h i s is recommended. 

Research cont inues to be a func t i on which, by v i r t u e of h i s i n t e r e s t s and t r a i n i n g , 
i s regarded as one o f the p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s s p e c i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s in mental r e t a r d a 
t i o n . Other s e r v i c e s provided a r e the t r a i n i n g of pe r sonne l , i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
mental r e t a r d a t i o n and i n s t i t u t i o n a l programs to p r o f e s s i o n a l and l a y groups , and 
many o t h e r s . This v a r i e t y of r o l e s and s e r v i c e s demands exper t knowledge and 
con t inu ing con tac t wi th new developments in the f i e l d of psychology and r e l a t e d 
p r o f e s s i o n s , mental r e t a r d a t i o n , and s t a t e and i n s t i t u t i o n a l programs. 

A l l of the above a c t i v i t i e s were conducted by the department at the time of the 
l a s t s e l f - s u r v e y in 1955. The department then had a s t a f f of 3. In the pa s t 
38 months, however, t he sen io r c l i n i c a l p sycho log i s t has had four d i f f e r e n t 
a s s i s t a n t s give a t o t a l of 13 months s e r v i c e . Because of r e c r u i t i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
t hese p s y c h o l o g i s t s were employed even though t h e i r a v a i l a b i l i t y was only 
temporary. Although the department i s f u l f i l l i n g the same func t ions as be fo re , 
s e rv i ce in any one a r e a i s cons iderab ly l e s s than would be d e s i r a b l e . 

Many of the s p e c i a l accomplishments in the p a s t four yea r s have been in the f i e l d 
of educa t ion . The sen ior p s y c h o l o g i s t , as chairman of a s p e c i a l committee, r e -
e d i t e d an outmoded f i lm i n t o what is now t i t l e d , " C l i n i c a l Types of Mental 
Def i c i ency" . He ed i t ed the proceedings of the "Workshop on Tra in ing of Severely 
Retarded Children" conducted hereby Dr. I. Ignacy Goldberg in 1957. He wrote and 
obtained f i n a n c i a l support fo r a pamphlet about the i n s t i t u t i o n which could be 
d i s t r i b u t e d t o the p u b l i c . H e i s e d i t i n g the i n s t i t u t i o n ' s d a i l y b u l l e t i n fo r 
employees. 

One new a c t i v i t y is the p s y c h o l o g i s t ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n on the recent ly- formed 
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Review Committee, to which he brings his knowledge of individual pa t ien t s and his 
reommendations regarding the i r possible placement from the i n s t i t u t i o n . 

Although no research has been conducted in the department since 1956, the senior 
psychologist has par t ic ipa ted in the phenylpyruvic oligophrenia pro jec t . He has 
ass is ted Dr. Robert Wirt of the University of Minnesota to obtain some inventory 
data for the development of a child behavior ra t ing scale . He is now ass i s t ing a 
student at the University to obtain data to be used for her Master 's thes i s . 

At the request of the Medical Director, Department of Public Welfare, out-patient 
service is now offered to welfare workers and families with special problems in 
mental re ta rda t ion . The c l i n i c a l psychologist pa r t i c ipa t e s with other staff 
members in providing the special service needed. 

The senior c l i n i ca l psychologist ac ts a l so as Public Information Officer at th i s 
i n s t i t u t ion , carrying out the following a c t i v i t i e s : 

Appears before service clubs, schools, colleges, i n s t i t u t e s , parent 
organizations, professional groups, community organizations, and 
church groups. 

Coordinates the schedules of other staff members who pa r t i c ipa te in 
th i s program. 

Communicates to the press , radio, te levis ion, and to professional 
publicat ions news about i n s t i t u t i o n programs and personnel. 

Writes special fea tures . 

Represents the i n s t i t u t i o n at the Conference Committee on Mental 
Deficiency. 

Maintains a l ib ra ry of mental hea l th materials for d i s t r i bu t ion to the 
publ ic . 

Edits the dai ly b u l l e t i n for employees. 

Acts as information officer in case of d i sa s t e r . 


